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By HEDRICK $MITH '

‘“jump in the lake” Angecrea by

C.LA. to Keep up Egypllan con-

‘ The new ald deal itself shows

N Special to Tite New York Times
CAIRO, Jan, 8-—Americag-

Ggyitian relations began the Nepv
in a wedding atmosphere
apnropriately included some-
oid, s.roothing mew, some-
Borrowwd, something hlue.

Bofrowed and new was a long-
awaifea $55-million aid agrecment
siznefl last Monday, the first major'
between  Washington  and:
since the crisis in their rela-
last winter.
01d and blue—in mood—was the
espiohage trial of Mustafa Amin,
ane of Lo Arab world's most popu-
lar  fand  successful  journalists,
charded by Egynlian security serve
Fith spying for the C.L.A. 1{is
trial,] held in secret in the squat
mosqpe-shaped  building
Presiflent, Nasser ruled Bgypt dur-
ing ips
the final iczacy of the earlier,
moreftroubled times.

i
new

that
thing

Cairg
tions

riendship was Washington's

requgt that the U.AR. act as a

protepling  power for American
militdry prisoners held by North

© Vietnfm.

Sthe p

No
EATAN
the N
with 4
nafve

cuheless, the terms of the
ic agreement suggested that

more down-to-e¢arth and less:
[y optimistic approach than
cevious effort at cooperation -

“attemppled by the Xennedy Adminis-

O

tratiop in the early nineteenssixties.
These] were the stiffest terms
Washhgton has yet offered Cairo
and rpquires new negotiations six
montils hence. Perhaps symbol-
fcally |the Egyptiang have for their
part deferred announcing the final
verdicg in the Amin case.

Deppity Premier Abdel Moneim
wWaisgouny, the U. A, R/s top eco-
nomi
tant
whern
e
sadoy
hope

after signing the aid deal,
ned to the American Ambas-

for the hest.”

men
piongre triai completed a year-
long
to refover from the crisis of Christ-
mas, [L6a4, when Mr, Nasser taunt-
ed Waoninzion by publicly ac-
knovfeaging Egyptian arms ship-
mentk to Congolese rebels and tell-
ing fhe United States to take its
econ
wate

wheve |

carly days in power, was .

mosL surprising sign of the :
Washington, Mr,

k'w honeymoon is beginning

expert, caught the expec- '
but not overconfident mood -

and remarked, “Let's always '

eifort by both Governments,

i id drink, sea- out.of the Hierh Da
e e SaR tiZed:s Approved.E o REIGas

ohie SPCCCIl alld Lile PICVIOUS DUi=
ing of the Amenican Embassy l-
brary, Congress retaliated by sus-
last February, -

Cooperation

Yet almost immediately, and un-

scen at first, a handful' of Egyp--

tian aund American officials set
about to heal the breach. They
worked togethet to reopen the em-
bassy library, Mr. Nasser stopped
sending arms to the Cougo rebels
and eventually denied them a prop-
aganda forum in Egypt.

Vitriciic anti~-American editorials
and cartoons hegan disappearing
American
worrying

from the Cairo press.
husinessmen  stopped
about impending Government con-
trol and found themselves being
encouraged to expand their actlivi-
Lies,

Prohably most Important to
Nasser publicly
agreed last August with

Feisal of Saudi Arabia to make

peace in Yemen. This mcant with-

drawing his army from a cam-
paign which numerous Amcrican
Congressmen and officials felt was
being directly supported by Amer-

ican economic aid. Indeed, there.

were occasional reports that some
American food was unloaded from

" American ships in Alexandria and
. later put on Egyptian vessels bound

for Yemen.

In the slowly improving pattern
of relations last sumuner, the Amin
case cape as a jolt and puzzle to
Ameuca’r{"‘offf@ Is. Mr. Amin was
az‘rcste{l in the jcompany of Bruce

Odoell<L.CLA. jhan working at the’
United{Stategf Embassy, less than
a mont er President Johnson

had authorized the rencwal of sus-
pended American aid shipments to
Egypt.

American officials acknowledged

that for years they had been taile-.
~ing with Mr. Amin, a strongly pro-
“af signing of the ald agree-,
ant the windup of the es-

Western and anti-Commmunist edi-
tor. They understood his contacts
with Western diplomats were ap-
proved by Mr. Nasser. It was ex-
plained that the CJI.A's contact
with such influentizl Egyptians
was a natural outcome of the deep-
freeze that Egyptians put on em-

bassy officials after the State De-
partment pulled the United States.
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LdULy, 1L Weld odil,
To some Egyplians Mr. Amin's
arrest was cqually disturbing. In-

pionage, they saw the case as a
warning not be be too chummy
with Westerners, especially Amer-
icans. Others considered the case
“a -good Eard" for Cairo to play in

U.8. aid to U.A.R,
tapering off?
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. negotiationg with Washingt'on In-'

dced, developments jn the Amin:
case were closely timed with prog-
ress toward the new aid agree-!
ment.

In.November, 48 hours after Mr..
Nasser received advance notice of,

" President Johnson's approval for
new aid negotiations, Egypt pub-
lished the formal indictment
against Mr. Amin. The severity of
the charges and the demand for
the death sentence surprised and

a quiet disposition of the case.

As the ald negotiations drew
toward & close Mr, Amin went on
trial. ¥e pleaded innocent, while
the United States and the C.LA.
involvement in the case went un-
mentioned publicly both in the
courtroom and in the controlled
Egyptian pre'ss. The trial ended

BLOWINg SOpNIstication 1n_ Wasi
-ington's dealings with the U.A.
The six-month, §55-million aif

previous agreements in threa im-
portant respects: It is much small-

er, it is for a shorter term, and
it requires the U.A.R. to maka

one-fourth of the repayment in

.American doliars, whereas ~pre-
viously repayment was entirely in
 Egyptian pounds to be used inside
‘Egypt.

i Political Use of Aid

Many in Washington had conie to
feel that the old agreement, which

‘ran for three years, had enabled
i Mr.
'paigns opposing American inter-
i ests and which he could ill afford

Nasser to undertake cam-

economically. Cairo's decp involve-
ment in Yemen with cross-border
.air raids on Saudi Arabia and its

‘arms shipments to the Congo rebels
“were prime examples cited.

“The first serioug test of Wash-

rington's . new - found cooperation

with Cairo may already be looming

‘in Yemen. Although Mr., Nasser
‘land King Feisal signed & peace

compact last August, they could
not induce their proxies, the Yem-
-ehi Republicans and Royahsts, to
make a conclusive peace among
.themselves in December. Calro is
also piqued at King Feisal for buy-
'ing $400-miilion of American aud
British arms while making friends
with that old Egypuﬂn cnemy, the

N e

S]mh ot Imn. S e

angered some American officials .
who thought they had arranged for -

‘just a couple of hours before the

aid agreement was signed.
Clearly, Cairo was trying to
avoid antagonizing 1
But at the same hme Mr. Nasser
was showing the rest of Africa
and the Arab world that he could

"Washington, -




